Eventually Buddhism died out of the land, and in the first
thousand years of the Christian era Brahminism succeeded
in remodelling the whole of India. It may be said that
the old caste system was reaffirmed, having apparently re-
tained much of its vitality. The Brahmins were always there,
the children of the hereditary priestly class, far more num-
erous than the priestly service required and available as
soldiers and cultivators. How this came about and its results
will be explained in Chapter V.

THE  MUHAMMADAN  CONQUEST  OF  SlND

In the eighth century came the first sign of the storm
that was to alter entirely the face of Indian history. Indeed
India was as yet to feel but lightly that great blast conceived
in the pot-holes of the desert, that was to roar over half the
world like a forest fire, destroying both the wild grasses and
trees of the prairie as well as the forest and plantations of
civilization. The astounding furore of the desert tribes which
had followed the evangel of Muhammad, had swept down
to the sea of the Persian Gulf, as well as far inland to Persia
and Central Asia, and to the plateaux of Afghanistan.

In the year 712 Muhammad Ibn Qasim brought a great
Arab fleet from the Gulf into the mouth of the Indus, and
fought desperately with the Rajput chiefs of Sind, conquer-
ing their territories and permanently acquiring dominion
over Sind, the Indus and its tributaries being especially
welcome to the river boatmen from the Tigris.

But with the Conquest of Sind the Muhammadan in-
vasion and conquest stopped for the time being. Within
Sind, temples were destroyed and priests slaughtered, and
thousands forcibly converted to Islam. After that the land
had peace from Muhammadan invasion for nearly four
hundred years, while the sons of the Prophet were over-
coming the hardy races both Tartar and Aryan of the tem-
perate highlands of Afghanistan and Central Asia. It
was not till this was thoroughly done that the movement
had gathered sufficient momentum to flow through the